
The 2008 ï2009 year kicks off with the New Member Party at the Dallas Arboretum Camp House.
This event, chaired by Beth Yablon, is an opportunity for new members to hear about the exciting
plans for the coming year, meet the WomenôsCouncil board and enjoy a garden tour . (Wear comfortable
shoes.) Many thanks to Linda Spina for all her help, and to Linda Huffhines and Lorraine
Meenan for help on nametags. Thank you to Yablon Properties for party favors. For questions, call:
Beth Yablon : 469 -424 -1363 .

With nearly 775 members this year, the WomenôsCouncil would like to
acknowledgethe work of Kim Mathews, Vice President, Membership (photo at left),
and also Leslie Sharp , Member Records, for the hours spent on WomenôsCouncil
membership data input . Kudos to Laura Greenwood for having our new directory
completed and in the mail . Thanks to our exclusive directory underwriter,
Bachendorfôsfor their support . To join the WomenôsCouncil contact Kim Mathews
214-528 -7211 or go to: www .womenscouncildallasarboretum .org .

Sarah Seddelmeyer

1

It is an honor to be serving asyour President for the 2008 ï2009 year. Many
members have already been hard at work putting together programs for a fun and
enjoyable year. First up, is our major fall fundraiser ïA WriterôsGarden Literary
Luncheon Series, with book reviews and a symposium, which were inaugurated last
seasonto great success. Also, donôtmiss our other fall activities: the September general
meeting, our trip to Tyler, Volunteer Day at the Arboretum and our New Member Party.
Event details are in the newsletter or at: womenscouncildallasarboretum .org

We have such an active group that you can imagine all of the effort it takes to bring
theseprograms to you. I want to especially thank Kim Mathews , Membership Chairman, and assistants,
Kay Braly and Claire Cunningham ; Leslie Sharp , Database Manager; Laura Greenwood ,
Yearbook Chairman; Marsha Dowler and Bettina Hennessey , A WriterôsGarden Co-Chairmen;
Therese Rourk , Christmas Tea Chairman; Connie Rhoades and Jewel Williams , Mad HatterôsCo-
Chairmen (yes, they already are hard at work!) ; Kathy Cothrum , Logo & Website Committee Chairman;
Harriett Gibbs , Programs Chairman; Jolie Humphrey , Fall Meeting Chairman; Susan Vaughn ,
invitations ; Nancy Rothacker , fall trip to Tyler and spring trip ; Alison Pearl , winter day trip ;
Deborah Brown , Website Administrator ; Mary Lysaught , Volunteer Days Chairman; Betsy
Whitson , board meetings; Lori Routh , nametags; Carol Seay , board notices; Linda Spina and
Nancy Connor , Treasurers; Ruth Barnard, Nancy Bierman, Mary Brinegar , Patricia
Cowlishaw, and Emilynn Wilson , advisors; Carole Boss , bulb sales; Beth Yablon , New Member
Party Chairman; and last, but certainly not least, Cheryl Buckles , newsletter. Thank you ladies! Also,
thanks to all of the members who havehelped on various projects throughout the spring and summer.

Finally, I must tell you that this year we are starting to build out sections of A WomanôsGarden as it was
originally planned, but never funded. This ongoing work is very exciting and will make our garden even
more spectacular than it already is. We count on your involvement and support . Pleaseknow that, while
enjoying friendships and good times at our events, you are also contributing to our plans to improve A
WomanôsGarden and to benefit The Dallas Arboretum . A WomanôsGarden is so very special - created
by women and for women ïI hope all of you will find time this year to visit our garden and seethe beauty
you havehelped to create. Contact me at any time, I would love to hear from you!



It is with great pleasure that we invite you to embark on an extraordinary adventure, the 2008 ñA
Writer's Garden Literary Luncheon Series .òOur captivating book reviews follow the exploits
of two remarkable heroines from the uncharted interior of the Arabian Desert to the glittering
skyline of 1930's Manhattan . A ticket to the Literary Symposium is your passport to travel the
world with internationally acclaimed authors, experts and speakers. Follow the spirit of the garden
across the unspoiled hills of Provence to a dazzling 17th-century landscape masterpiece in
Normandy . Wander through classically inspired gardens acrossthe American South, then pause
to reflect on the timeless visual poetry of botany as art . At each event, you will enjoy luncheon
menus sure to pleaseboth the eyeand the palate at beautifully appointed tables. We are thrilled to
offer attendeesthe chanceto purchase at near cost the gorgeoustable centerpiecesprovided by The
GardenGate,designedby Junior . Gather your friends and join usat the Arboretum where the worlds
of literature and the garden will delight and inspire all who attend. Make your reservations today!

on Thursday , November 13th ,10am ï1:30 pm

Aspart of the Literary Symposium, two limited edition books are
available for advancesale: authored by speaker, Dr. Eric Haskell,
The Gardens of Brecy : A Lasting Landscape , and from speaker Anna Tomczak, Sanctuary : Anna
Tomczak Photography (order form included in newsletter). A Writers Garden Literary Series Patron level
tickets and table sponsorship levels are available, as well as limited individual tickets: Literary Symposium
program and luncheon only @$150 , each of the two Book Review program and luncheons @$50 , or all three
events @$25o. Call Pat Cook at: 214-965 -8360 or email: llgreer@live .com to confirm availability and make
reservations. Payment may be made via credit card (VISA, MC) or check payable to WC-DABG, mailed to Linda
Greer, 3516 Beverly Drive, Dallas, TX 75205. Tickets and the limited edition books will all be available for sale on
www .womenscouncildallasarboretum .org website aswell. (Table centerpieces will be for saleon event day)

4 Anna Tomczak Photographer and Polaroid artist
Anna Tomczakôshauntingly beautiful images, often
mistaken as paintings, capture the very essence of A
WomanôsGarden as they celebrate the wondrous beauty
and transience of the natural world . Based on the artistôs
own object trouve of botanical illustrations, found artifacts
and borrowed specimens, Tomczakôsluminous portraits
and botanical studies examine the internal landscape
within and explore our relationship to memory, to nature
and to the objects that define us. Tomczak teaches and
lectures throughout the U.S., Italy and Spain.

1 Dr . Elizabeth New is a native Texan and past
resident of both Paris and Provence. A former
professor of French studies, she is an international
speaker, travel writer and founder of ñFrench
Affaires ,òa company devoted to celebrating
French travel, culture, language and l'art de
vivre . Dr. New opens the Literary Symposium
with a travelogue entitled : ñSavoring Provence :
The Power of Place,òan intimate tour through
the spectacular landscape, historic architecture
and cultural ambiance of Provence.

3 Ben Page , is a Nashville-based
landscape architect whose garden
schemes are richly layered with
historical associations and philo -
sophical ideas that meld architec-
ture and nature into an organic
whole. Pageôsclassically inspired
gardens unfold with harmony and
a design clarity that suggest
mystery and reward with
memorable views to exalt and

calm the human spirit . Pageôs
gardens have been featured on
HGTV and published in
Veranda, Southern Accents,
Southern Living and Traditional
Home magazines.
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2 Eric Haskell , internationally
recognized professor of French
and Humanities, Director,
Clark Humanities Museum at
Scripps College, makes history
come alive through the
interdisciplinary perspectives
of literature, art, architecture,
and the political and social
traditions that have shaped
France and our modern world
since the 17th century. His
beautifully illustrated lecture
tours Europeôsmost successful
landscapepreservation project,
the Renaissance inspired
gardensof Brecy,Normandy .

2




